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BLOOD and SKIN
COMPLAINTS

WORLD SURRENDERS TO V-DAY
“A NIGHTMARE HAS

CHELTENHAM

LETS 1

GO

0O-DAY, as the victory bells ring and the
flags fly, while Britain stands at the

topmost  peak of her

Cheltenham is justifiably in festival mood.

V-Day has evoked expressions of

thankfulness and j
world.
beflagged capital.

“It feels as if a long

grip on us and we can breath again,*said Mr.

Hansson, Swedish Pre
war broadcast.

'I‘HERE is so much tojwere

celebrate, so great a
cause for rejoicing, that
people  everywhere in

Cheltenham were shaking
off their traditional re-
serve and entering whole-
heartedly into the nation's
celebrations.

® joyous tour ro
of the town,

the contre

At each point
hilarious éxhibition of

Hokey-Pokey” dance
popular community songs.

“The
and

The young men ap-
frogged” along one of the
streets,

Customers in a local cafe

were surprised to hear com-
munity singing by
students, who ended
) Lang Syne.”
then procesded to
Queen’s Hotel ere
sang Lhelr songs
Reereation Room.

Yol thers was calm aeckep-!

¥'& - announce-

thée fighting in
Europgwas over, and that the
King and Mr. Churchlll would
brondeast  historic messages |
to-day.

Police  officers  described
the evening as * qulel,” with
isolated instances of {
terousness. f

FLOODLIGHTING

Uncovered lghts shone from
many windows at twilight, bot
for cheerful ilumination one
had to see the floodlighting of
the Town Hall, Publle Library,

the
with

the
they
the

the Municipal Offices, the
Promenade  Gardens, and|
Sandford Park, which was|

tried out in readiness for to-
day’s and to-morrow’s lHght-
ing contribution to the cheer-
ful scene.
This is being achieved at
phenomenally low cost, the

street lighting and  flood-
lighting together, in fact,
bein; lent  to  only

half an ounes of coal per
household.

An official circular has in.

dicated the Government's
disapproval of the switching
on af normal street lighting
for somie time, but further

improvements have heen made
to the lighting in the centre
of the town.

CHEERS IN CINEMAS

In London sightseers toured the

they gave a|

TSELF

powe: and prestige,

oy throughout the

nightmare has lost its

mier, in an end-of-the-

prominently assoclated
with this part of the thanks-
glving, and many of thém
were responsible for the pre-
paration of the order of the
{service and the composition of
prayers.
COLLEGE SERVICES
Thanksgiving services were
held ut Cheltenham College
and at the Ladies' College this
morning.
The whole

staff, including

&
5ithe garden and kitchen stafr,

attended.

Both sges had a free
day after the dismissal, They
will commence their summer
vacations three days earlier,

The College is holding &
Thanksgiving Service on Sun-
|dey.

The vast majority of Heenseey
in Cheltenham and e Sur-
|rounding agex. including clubs,
{have obtained an hour's ex-
‘lensum to-night,

;DISPLAY OF FLAGS

Shops and offices did their
share towards & general
decorative scheme, the Union
Jack and the Stars and Stripes
predoniinating.

Private residents took their
part in the decorative arrange- |
ments, and one houscholder in
Charlton Kings, being rhort of

tia flag, made up a Union Jack

with a tea cloth and red.
whité and blue materials,
Road  vehiclex, especially
private cars, presented a
carnival aspect with tlags and
streamers, but not to be out-
done American Army vehicles
driving through the fown gave
a hbrighter aspect to an al-
ready colourful scene by the
use of powerful headlights.
Buses brought many visl-
tars into the town,
prominent among these be-
ing members of tho services |
who took full advantage of
thelr liberty on the “‘great”
day off.

|CHARLTON DISPLAY
Charlton Kings Hluminations |

reflect credit on those respon-|goes

sible.
four
shine from each side of the

At St. Mary's Church

tower and two colourful V's the inyasion of Europe, and to|
{last night NMt-up Croft Gardens [those who are still serving in
after dusk

The American Red Cross|
Club is holding an Open House!'
for all guests to US. troops|

LONDON IN

JOYFUL MOOD
";mood last

night, was|

RUSH FOR THE NEWS—When the “ Echo ™ was pu
surrender of Germany, thers was a rush to buy coples, d‘::dm n

() =

blished on Monday afternoon with the great

JOY

PASSED; WE CAN BREATHE AGAIN”

Some Huns Still
Fighting In
Prague

LTHOUGH the Germans in Prague and
the whole of Bohemia had accepted the

terms of unconditional

surrender—according

to the Czech-controlled Prague radio—later

broadcasts from the
5 s

news of the total

in the Pr

by ex:

Js seen almost over-

PASSING OF THE NAZI PARTY

QUISLING TRIES

TO FLEE
TIKDUN QUISLING
- (the original) to-

day tried to cross the
Norwegian border into
Sweden, an American
broadeast from Stock-
holm said this after-
noon. He was denied
entry and turned back.

TOWN'S FINE
WAR RECORD|

MAYOR'S TRIBUTE|

A deep sense of grati-|
tude for the victory,
tribute to the towns-
eople on the part they
ave played, especially

those in the Services, and spare the lives of Germat? -
a reminder of great re-|

sponsjbilities ahead are
the chief notes of a mes-
sage the Mayor of Chel-
tenham (Ald. Clara F.
Winterbotham) to-da ‘);
gives to th('~ town throug

the “Echo. |

‘““The first thought that comes
into one's mind,” she sald, “is|
gratitude to God.|
xt is & feeling of
very great responsibility to the
future, that we may all
warthy of the blobd, sweat,
and tears shed during all these
years.

DUTY TO THOSE WHO
HAVE SERVED
“One's mind partioularly
out to those men and

women of our town who have

Auring the past year or so in

the Far Bast.

“The vietory brings mear
the time when we may look
forward to their return, and
I fecl sure it will also make
the people of our town wish
to do all they can to heip
and prepare for thelr re-
settlement.

“I also should like to ex-

thase who have lost dear ones,
who, 1 am sure, will be remem-

In local cinemas on Monday |awake early to-day  to|nered with pride.

night programmes were inter-|
Tupted and patrons enthusias-|
Ueally cheered the announce-
menl proclagiming VE-day

Everyone went home happy

There ix no lack of festive |
fare to-day and festivities will|
continue throughout to-|
morrow.

The Birminghom Oity Or-
chestra 1y at the Town. Hall
afternoon and evening and im-
mediately after thelr second|
concert ere will be a dance.

Dancing is also the chief
attraction at the Town Hall
t and at 4

Park to-m‘ghl and to-morrow)|
night there wilj be open-air/people
|royal

dancing in floodiight.

Local bands will play In
Montpellier Gardens to-night
and in VAriou* parts of the
town to-day and to-morrow.

SERVICE FROM STAGE |
:

celebrate the real V.E.|

appy sightseers sarrived in
town with early morning
workers from the suburbs, and
excitedly began a tour of the
befingged capital.

Many women wore national|
emblems, mostiy red, white
and blue' rosettes. One had
trimmed her hat with coloured
ribbons,

Restaurants were crowded,|
and there were quenes for
eig‘n:ttu. |

ckingham Palace Was the|

1 centre of attraction.)
| Before eﬁm a.m. groups ot
arrived to gaze at the
residence. |
Sitting on a wall ite

the Palaoce were thn? :P:;n;

women who had walted all

night in the Bope of séeing!
King and Queen. !

At 11 am. King held

the first investiture of peace-|

INo.

When the play, " St. Jou_..’ume at Buckingham Palsce. |

ends at Cheltenham Opera|
House to-night, the thl’lﬂlh‘
to the Opern House (Rev,

Cyril H, Lancaster) will con-
duct a very brief service from
the stage,

He will be secompanied bY
Miss Ann Casson, wearing the
suit of armour she affects In
the title role. The service will
conclude with the Lord's
Prayer and the National
Anthem,

Churehes in Cheltenham and

evening; the civic service is,
of course, to take place on
Sunday.

Before dismissal for their
Victory holiday this morning
the ohtidren of the primary|
#chools held their own short
services,

The children, under the
guidance of th

teachers, [d

A big crowd formed around|

((‘anllﬂr:l_. hlik Page.)
BIG THREE
MAY MEET

A meeting  between|
President an, Mr.|
Churchill, and Marshal|
Stalin is expected by|
United Nations diplomats|
t San cigco to be|
arranged soon, an Asso-|

ciated Press dispateh from!
San Frentigo reported
ooy belleve. that only |
gathering Of the Big my, ..
pmblhli{m in n
aren, ©

urgent probloms arising from

the defest \ the|
spatoh said. |
|

TOWN'S DIFFICULTIES

“Although we may be thank.
ful that we have not been
tested to the extent that some
tawns Have been, we have had
our own problems, which have
been difficult to face.

“As Mayor I should lke to
say how greatly we sppreciate
the part played by maost of our
citizens in dolng everything
in their power to forw the
war effort in perhaps a less|
spactacular but certainly a
most important way.

“ A large part of our war
effort has been one that is

(Continued in Back Page.)

be|

'DOENITZ SAYS “"WE

GGTHE Nazi Part

y has disappeared—

there is no longer unity between

|State and Party,”

|Hitler's successor as Fuehrer, in a broadcast

to the German people to-day.

We must face

the hard facts,” he added.

ADMIRAL DOENITZ,
4<% proadcasting on Flens-
burg radio, said:
“German_ men and
women. When I addressed|
you on the evening of ME
1, to announce the dea l
of the Fuehrer and my|
appointment as his succes-
isor, I told you that my
{first task would be to

men and women.

“In conformity herewith, T
lordered the High Command of
the German Wehrmacht on the
night of May 6 to arrange for
the unconditional surrender of
all German fighting troops in
all theatres of war. ¥rom

guns will be silent.

“German  soldiers,
uns of countless battles, are
now treading the bitter path
to captivity, and thereby
making the last sacrifice for
the life of our women and
children, and for the future
of our nation.

FACE THE FACTS
“I have promised our brave
men, women, and children to
‘pruvme them with endurable
iiving conditions so far as it is

large brilliantly lt V's'gorved us ail so well, especially !B My power to do o in the

coming difficulties.

“I do not know vet what I
shall be able to do to help you
|in these hard times,
to face facts,

“The foundations on which
the German Reich was built

(CHELTENHAM
| MAN WOUNDED

| Official notification has been

London, after its joyous|Press our great sympathy with received by Mr. and Mrs. G. W.

icks, of 32,
Shakespeare-
road, Chel-
tenham, that

Hicks, G.A.D.,
is in hospital
suffering
from shoulder
injuries and
shock re-
ceived in the
European
theatre of
Gdsmn. G. slicks war.

Guardsman Hicks 15 just 20
|years of age and an
|Grammarian,

Before joining

the Forces|
two years
to the Police Auxiliary Service.

veter-|

We hnve &0
th

DOENITZ DELAYS
CEASE FIRE

Admiral Doenitz,
proclamation to the German
people, confirmed the un-
conditional surrender and
announced the “cense fire”
would take place at 11 p.m.

| to-night.

unity of State and Party
| longer exisis
from the scene of its former
activity,
“With the
|Germany power

occupation of
has passed

ftion forces.

“It depends on them whether
I, and the Reich Government
formed by me, will be able to
|continue in office or not.

% PEOPLE'S WILL

| “If I can be of assistance to
the Fatherland by continuing
in office, I shall do so until the
German people have a chance
{to express their will by ap-
|pointing & head of State, or
juntil the occupation Powers
{muke it impossible for me to
{continue in office.

“There is a difficult - road
lahead for every one of us. We
{must tread {t with dignit
e memory of our de-
mands.

‘ CALL TO UNITY

| “We must be inspired by the
| will to do our best in work and

|achievement without which
{there can be no basis for a
|future life.

| “We want to march along
this road_in unity and justice,
|without which we¢ cannot sur-
vive the hardships of the
{times to come.

“We may tread the road In

Europe at peace,

| SMUTS'S PLEA
AT °FRISCO

General Smuts made a

special plea for the mew
[Worla ¢ “be

rld Charter to

ago he was attached something more than a

legal document, when he

WEATHER

LONGER CENSORED

For the first time since
war began the “Echo” is|

to-day able to give past, | pected.

present, and future|
weather information. |
All restrictions have been)|
reigoved by the censors and|
from now on Eritishers are/
allowed to look elsewhere thun |
at the Straits of Doyer for up-|
to-date weather reporia. {
A sharp  thunderstorm|
burst over the North Glou-|
cestershire area at 2 am.
this moming, and in 15
minutes .10 of rain Wis re-
gistered. ~
This morning, while vlctor)’;
celebrations were &t (htlr‘
height, another sharp -lorm‘
produced 08 of rain.
HIGH TEMPERATURE |
Mr. J. W. Smith, the Chel-|
tenham 5 d
superintendent,

|

an
informed an

Hcho” yepresentative M-y‘day.

NEWS NO

that conditions will remain
unsettied for the next 48 hours.|
Thundery showers may be ex-|

The temperature is likely to
remain fatrly high.

The first forecast since the
outbreal of war issued by the
Air Ministry early thig after-
noon covered the poriod until
0 am. to-morrow o
For the Midlunds urea it was
as follows : Light or

pr ed his preamble at
the San Francisco Con-
ference to-day.

“It should express, in its
very first words, what we
have fought for, what we
felt, and what we hope has
been achieved,” he sald.

“1 think we should say
was @ human

| MONTY MEETS |

|hands since early this morn-

in his |

0 8ovH

| **The Party has disappeared Byelo-Russian Army Group.

23.00 D.BS.T. on May 8, the\int, the hands of the occupa-|day for a long time—Ilet

llantry, and discipline, which

'm

I ROKOSSOVSKY *%,.
MUST FACE FACTS FiEk A

{Marshal Rokossovsky met
ihere to-day in a cobbled
|lane on the edge of the|

said Admiral Doenitz, Baltic, in the little town

|where first contact was;
|established between
[Briﬁsh and Soviet Armies,
‘cables Reuter’s special;
correspondent from Wis-
mar, on the Baltic.

A salute of 18 guns to Mar-
{shal Rokossovsky was fired as
{he inspected a of honour
{of “Red Devils” of the Sixth
|British Airborne Division. The
Red Flag and Union Jack flew
{side by side.

‘ Then, during s %0 seconds
handshake, ossovsky,
beaming benignly, drowned
Mnrlhnf .\lonlgg“uvnery'n first
words with a flow of entha-
| sinatic welcome. !

“Tt ix & great honour to ase

1pernonully and to greet a great|
are a thing of the past. ne‘”]

ldier of this war,” safd the
jet hero of Stalingrad and
ommander-in-Chief of thei

SHAKE HANDS AGAIN

Marshal Montgomery repile:
|“I have looked forward to this
me
ghake you by the hand again,

JAPAN AND
SHANGHAI
BLASTED

new air blows on

Rig

on Japanese objectives in/
Shanghai and French|
Indo-China are reported
to-day.
About 70 American Mus-
tang fighters b alr-

Prague have

D - MARSHAL/German Command

GOME jorders through all communica-
T RY and tions to German units to cegse

vital targets in Japan and| g

. |Coliseum.

Czechs in the city

ted that some German military forma-

tions have not yet obeyed the “ cease-fire”
order, and are still shelling houses, setting
buildings on fire, and shooting at civilians.

ZECH authorities: are|
taking stron g’
measures to méet this
situation, says Reuter.|
Prague has broadcast an|
appeal for insulin for the
wounded.
All the radio
been

stations of
In Czech

t 1.30 aan. to-day the
issued

fighting.
| “There are, of course,
technical difficulties in the

V-Day For Tommy

BONFIRES

LIGHT UP

was celebrated
by over 100,000 British
troops in Germany with
bonfires, Very lights of &
dozen colours, and festivi-

V-Day

communication of this Order| ties in every mess and bil-

in the shortest possible time.
Therefore Inform the Ger-|
man units wheré necessary.

“The German military pleni-

patentiary is negotiating with!
|the Czech National Council on| Reuter's
detalls of unconditional

sur-|

render."”

LECKHAMPTON |
GUNNER'S DEATH|

After four-and-a-half
years' service in the Royal|
Artillery in this eountry,[
the death has taken place|
at the City General Hos:|
pital, Gloucester, after’
three weeks' illness, of|
Gunner Sidney George

{Loud, of 18, Church-road, sausage
Leck:

: hampton.

Gunner ud was the hus-
band of Mrs. H. Loud, and son
of Mr. and Mrs. S. Loud, of 28,
Bennington - street, Chelten-|
ham, He was
33 years of
age and
wad in
th
for a con-|
siderable
time. At the|
cme of his

t  ifiness
he was on

from
it

been
- "heal

Befores
call-up for|
Gnr, 8. G. Loud the Army he
was employed at Rotol, Lid,|
and before that was a cinema|

operator at the Cheltenham|

let from the Weser to the
hine, from the Rhine to
the Elbe, and from the

Baltic to Brussels, cables

special corres-
ndent with the British
Second Army.

Lights blazed from unshute
tered windows, and headlights
were dazzling. There were
tonsts to “those who have
fallen,” and to “lasting peace.”

There were prayers fn
stables, In tents, in fields,
and in German homes, There
was peace on German soll

last night. b

Some sang populge songs to
the accolapaniment “of mouth

gans, bsgpipes, and accor-
dome:

This is V-Day in Europe, but
the troops had the same 630
am, reveillo, and the same
breakfast an hour
later.

And each man got a pint of
beer with his dinner

NEW ALLIED
LINK-UP
IN BURMA

“Troops of the Four-

.teenth Army advancing

south from Pegu have
linked up with a coloumn
from Rangoon at Hlegu,
27 miles north of the
gort." says today's
JE.A.C. communique.

fields at Chiba, south of

Tokio, for an hour to-day,

sald the Japanese News

Ageney.

Mariana-based super-For-
tresses to-day continued what|
has virtuslly become the daily
hammering of Kyushu, the
southern island of Japan,
cables Reuter's special corre-
spondent from Guam.

WAR INDUSTRY HIT

The routine attacks were

their son the hope that the time willlvaried to-day with'the bdmb-|
Guardsman|come when our children willjing of the Industrial towns of|
G o r d o nl/live a free and secure life in a/Imabarl

and  Miyakonojo. |
About 50 'planes took part.

Shanghal was bombed for|

the second time within a

week—its  waterfront  and|

shipping being one of the|

targets—in a series of alr|

blows along the Chinese|

coast by mexrly 100 Ameri-

. can ‘planes of all types.

Although iron is only one in
25,000 parts of the body
weight, a constant supply of
this mincral is vital o our
health and vigour. Iron is an
essential constituent of the
red colouring material of the
blood, hacmoglobin, which is
again essential to the proper
devel of red blood

U.S. PLANS
PEACE-TIME
CONSCRIPTIONi

The U.S. War Depart-|
en t is considering
tentative plans for a peace|
time standing army of
500,000, backed by an
active reserve of 4,000,000,
members of the House of
Representatives Military

which are basic to eur civi- Committee ~disclosed to-

lisation.

id

ay, says a New York

“This was not an ordinary message.

war; not one of the usual

that went to the very foun-

Juble or easterly winds,
mainly finc at m;lﬂd. scattered

of our
our existence as civilised men.

e ey umdey

ain er to-day and to-night,

m‘-’c‘:}'gﬁm England, |
erstaor

also forecast, o By

With the worid
food, there could be ::0::].;{
ation on the food production
front, sald Mr. R. §. Hudson,
Minister of Agriculture, at the

in London wl

NAZI “BETR.—\Y:\L"l
SAY JAPS

The anmufx News Aﬁnr;c‘y
to-day quoted Japanese news-|
paper articles accusing Ger-
many of “petrayal” of thel

Axis, and reiterating Japan's

gardens annuil luncheon of the N, - |det inatl to continue the
|paper. Soclety ews-|determina’ onm

, B8YS a

£
The 4000000 resorves

-|wars of history, but something | would include 500,000 Nitional

Guardsmen and officers, and|
3,500,000 youths who would
have at least one year's Army
training,

LUBLIN POLES
WANT FRANK

The Lublin Parliament has
adopted a motion that the|
Allies be requested to surren-
der to Poland the former

nor General of ll;"lolt;n;!.\
Frank, now a prisoner eir|
hands g

fight against
San ¥ &g

{rr

Moscow  radio an-
to-day,

corpuscles.
Insufficient iron (iron-
starvation) results in too
little haemoglobin and an
inadequate number of red
corpuscles.  Not only does
the blood itself become poor
(anaemia), but it is unable to
convey sufficient oxygen to
the body cells.

The effects of iron-sfarvation
soon make themselves felt. We
lack energy and tire easily. We
become depressed and listless,
Appetite begins to fail, diges-
tion is difficult. The skin and

pale and this paleness is par-
ticularly noticeable on the lips
and inside the eyelids. Hair
becomes dulland lifeless. Eyes
lose their sparkle.

IRON
as a Munition
of Health

By a Doctor of Science

There are other effects. of
i vation. For i
iron contributes to disease-
resistance and deficiency of
iron therefore lowers resis-
tance to disease.
Under conditions of stress,
body chemistry makes in-
creasingly exacting

the blood, and our need
of iron becomes still more
urgent. ‘This is true, for ex-
ample, of many illnesses, of
motherhood, of nervous strain
and overwork.
It is thercfore advisable to
keep up your iron reserve by
raking courses of a
reliable iron tonic. "
Sucha tonicis IRON‘JELLOIDS,"
which provides medicinal iron
in a form in which it is always
fresh, easy to take, and readily
assimilated.
There are few who will not
benefitfromperiodical courses
of IrON * JELLOIDS '—say a four
to six weeks’ course twice or
thrice a year. IRON ‘JELLOIDS®
cannot injure or discolour
the teeth and they improve

Iron Jelloids

make you feel better every day
in every way

Only

he Trom “Jelloids® No. 2 are
T sohich tmeludes hase
restricted, your

Purc) Tax.

wsual chewsist or stores

ovailable at the present rime, price

il
Al h wartime Tow i3
mhﬂ be able 1o supply you.

Produced on behalf of Oddington Parish Council. Thanks to our many contributors.



L o o R = LR R N T R e WM AR .
« Oddington was much smaller dur‘mg issued with gas masks which we stayed for part of the war and T "*
i the 1930s and40s, all the houses  carried with us everywhere. remember my mother not being &
) were permanently occupied and too happy when our visitor passed & 7
., most people worked locally. There There was an army camp up on his nits (which were almost b e
| werea number of farms, a Post Adlestrop Hill and we were all ~—yo0d of in our small community) &
* Office and shop selling groceries ~ 2Xcited when it was visited by King 1 1o o5 T then had rather thick
# and haberdashery and the school George VI in about 1942. This curly hair. "
= for the children of Oddington and e ‘even'rually taken over by i
o AdlesTrop the American army and the Many of our fathers and brothers .
: soldiers were frequent visitors to  were in the forces and those not =
¢ The 'Big House' was occupied by Oddington - the Fox being the able to join up were employed on 5
' the Talbot-Rice family. Rev. nearest publ! the land or at the aerodromes. &
“ Bentley and his wife lived in the p 1 Times were hard and rationing #
_ Rectory next door. During the war W_er Glf’ Ch"lrir'?“ spent lots of T;':E continued after the war ended, we ¥ Remembering the fallen
' years Rev. Bentley was the Air warcning Their convoys go past The gy ever saw a banana or an N AR T Iy
% Raid Warden and rode round the ~ Turhing on the main rjoad gnd Were  orange but were lucky to have local g g
2 village on his bicycle blowing his ~ VérY pleased fo receive gifts of ¢ i’ ond vegetables from the j Frederick Lee Clifford was
" whistle to warn us of a raid, when  94M and ‘candy’ to supplement our jj5tments and, if we were lucky @ §f serving as a Private with the 5th

meagre sweet rations. The

soldiers also supported the

Saturday night dances held in the
village hall and we were fascinated
IO WGLC‘"‘ fr.he;nbdc}ing the jitterbug’ ho returned to settle back into
now the jive) before we were ity | 5]
shooed of f home to bed. workeand, fanilife; i
Margaret Lewis

#

5

the bombers flew over, and again
~. when all was clear. We were

* surrounded by aerodromes at

- Rissington, Moreton and

" Honeybourne but were lucky not to
i/ have any bombs. As well as our

® Identity Cards, Ration Books and
g clothing coupons we were all

3

rabbit for the Sunday pot.
Although there was much
celebration when the war finally
ended, it took a while for those

5

¥
!

2]

We had a share of evacuees who

. Ry av e

& .

Mum's sns‘rer Be‘r‘re Her husband, rude names. No doubt 'rhey then
Arthur was away in the war. Bette repaired to the bar, if there was
worked at the American Camp at  any beer, shortages being a
Adelstrop Hill. Apparently Iwas  constant feature. One incident
often showered in my pram with recalled by them was that someone
US sweets and nylons. came into the Unicorn and shouted
"They've got Woodbines (one of
the cheapest brands) down at the
Bell", and the pub emptied as all
raced down to the Oddington Road
to buy a few ciggies.

To give you a bit of background
Paul Gaskell married Doreen Ball in
~ 1940 and T came along in 1943 at
" Moreton Cottage Hospital. Dad
had lived at Bledington Grounds,
which his father had bought in the
1930s to retire to from his
solicitor's practice in Kensington
ngh Street. Mum worked on the
perfume counter at Cavendish
House, Cheltenham. Mum and Dad
met on a "blind date". They were
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Some PoWs from a local camp
were permitted to work on farms
locally, due to the general
manpower shortage with so many
men called up to serve. We had

w<A@%ﬂi¥§

¥ great friends with Tom and Ella some at the farm. On day, my We only had one small field ,@
B Woodside who ran the Honey Pot, ~Pram somehow turned over with adjacent to Green Farm, so twice &
N Tomalways fill o Em dli " mein it, and when the PoWs went  daily, the cows had to be walked up
¥ ys full of Liverpudlian v - f I P
" humour, and later Ken Biggs the to help, our collie cross "Sandy’ from our 240 acres mixed corn ]

N stood guard over me until my and arable, past old St Nicholas' @&

4 jolly rotund Manager of Barclays
Bank. Oliver Farnworth ran the

parents came to right me. church through the village (leaving #

nutritious deposits for the 5

- garage just down from the Unicorn ope night early in the war, the ]
. on the Fosseway at Stow; I was bells rgng to siygmﬂ the German gardens or;kfhe wayl) (= mulkfd. o]
¢ always impressed by the fact that, jnvasion of the UK. Dad was in the L 0 indipor ol Wagbuiky ;3
: much later, he used to drive his Home Guard, and rushed upstairs n.e>;"r ie ouhr' big old barn Lo ﬂl‘z ¥
Rolls-Royce wearing plimsolls. to get his uniform and rifle. As he lojiiggr The Enesigpasiyhe o

! ; ; church on the Bledington mud '?

* When I was born, Mum and Dad went downstairs fo drive from track to make things easier. I B
¢ were renting The Limes, now a B & ©ddingfon to Stow, my Mother and p;jieve the barn was later 3
: her sister blocked his path and converted into a house. Until well &

+ B, in Tewkesbury Road, Stow, as

- Green Farm in Lower Oddington,

- over which they had taken a
tenancy, was unfit for habitation.

- All my parents could hear in bed at
~ night once they moved in was the

said he wasn't to leave them at
home to be "raped by the German
invaders". So he turned up with
them at the Unicorn at Stow,
which was the HQ of the Home

into the 1950s, there was no milk &
delivery service locally, and people
would call up to our dairy room
built into the farmhouse, and Dad &
would use a pint and half pint ladle #

% sound of mice scampering through ~©uard, and where Jack Leel, the 46 measure out milk into their own
. the atftic. My brother Timothy propriefor, was Captain, only fo be  opqmel jugs. %
arrived in 1946 and promptly told it was a false alarm, what was #
he doing turning up with two Jeremy J Gaskell |

- caught a bad dose of ringworm.
| We were joined at the farm by

&
<
¢ %

women anyway, and called a few
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§ British Expeditionary Force

W driver.
g on 5 June 1944: arriving off Mine
'Red Beach, Juno Beach at 1400 on

(Territorial) Battalion, The

. Oxfordshire and Buckinghamshire
" Light Infantry when he died of

natural causes in the Radcliffe

Infirmary on 3'December 1939. He

] was aged 25 and is buried in St

Nicholas Churchyard.

Herbert Henry Clifford was
serving as a Privaterwith: the 5th
(Territorial) Battalion, The
Oxfordshire and Buckinghamshire
Light Infantry when he died on

» active service in Northern
t Treland on 21°June 1941.

y aged 21 and is buried in St
: Nicholas Churchyard.

He was

Frederick and Herbert were the
sons of Henry and Florence

{ Clifford of Upper Oddington.
Y Henry worked as builder's

labourer and had served in France
in the Great War as a motor
driver in the Army Service Corps.

Francis George Gardiner was a
Private in the 4th (Territorial)
Battalion, The Oxfordshire and
Buckinghamshire Light Infantry
when he was killed in action on
22 May 1940. He was aged.26 and

., is buried in Bruyelle War
| Cemetery in Belgium.

His
Battalion was sent to join the
(BEF)
in France in January 1940. When
invasion of the Low Countries on
10 May 1940, the BEF withdrew

lwest towards the Dendre river and

then further towards the Scheldt
niver: ~TheBattalion.swa's
involved in action along the line
of the River Scheldt (Escaut),
south of LTournai. | Private
Gardiner was killed during the

! engagement.

Eric Gardiner, younger brother to
Francis, was serving as a Gunner
with “E” Troop, 246 Battery of
the 62nd Anti-Tank Regiment, The
Royal Artillery when he killed in
action on 6 July 1944, '‘aged 20.
He is buried in St..Manvieu in
Normandy. The 246 Battery was
equipped with 17 pounder guns
towed by converted Crusader
tanks; Gunner Gardiner was a tank
They sailed from Tilbury

¢ D-Day 6 June before, eventually
being sent ashore on 7 June at
1730. Once ashore they saw in
action in support of the Canadian
3rd Infantry Division. As part
of a defensive outpost they beat
off an attack by Panzer
Grenadiers of the 12th SS Hitler
Youth Division, suffering heavy
casualties.s On 4 July, “E” Troop
supported the 8th Canadian
Infantry Brigade on an assault to
capture Carpiquet Airfield.

| Against heavy -resistance the

Canadians managed to advance into
the shattered village of
Carpiquet. ™“E” Troop followed
them in ready to support’'the next
assault. At 2100 on Gunner

4 Gardiner was killed during
< shelling. .

Francis and Eric Gardiner were
the sons of William and Miriam

% Gardner of Upper Oddington where

William was a-farm carter and
cowman.

Hubert Leslie Hanks was a
Corporal in the 2nd Battalion,

R 5,

1 2 ")"Mi g
The Glasgow Highlanders, nghland
Light Infantry (City of Glasgow
Regiment) when he died of his
wounds on 16 June 1944, aged 30.
He is buried in Bayeux War
Cemetery. The 2nd Battalion was
a Territorial served”™in England
as part of the 46th (Highland)
Infantry Brigade, 15th (Scottish)
Infantry Division. They arrived
on the Normandy beaches on 13
June 1944. They fought in the
Battle of Normandy in Operation
Epsom and the Second Battle of
the Odon, during which Corporal
Hanks was mortally wounded. He
was the son of William and Emma
Hanks of Upper Oddington. He
married Dorothy Mary Couling, of
Lyneham in June 1939, living at
The Leys in the village and
working as a hardware salesman.

George Albert Peters was serving
as a Leading Supply Assistant on
HMS Glorious, when he was killed
on active service on 8 June 1940,
aged 26. He is commemorated on
the Plymouth Naval Memorial, his
body not being recovered from the
sea. HMS Glorious was a
Courageous-class_battle-cruiser

built _during The Great War. She
was rebuilt as an aircraft
carrier: in tHe 1920s.  After the

start of the Second World War in
1939, Glorious spent the rest of
the year unsuccessfully hunting
for the commerce-raiding German
cruiser Admiral Graf Spee in the
Indian Ocean before returning to
the Mediterranean. She was
recalled home in April 1940 to
support operations in Norway.
While evacuating British aircraft
from Norway in June, the ship was
sunk by the German battleships
Scharnhorst and Gneisenau in the
North Sea with the loss of over
1,200 lives, including LSA
Petershil ife wais) thelisont ok Thoma's
and Ethel Peters, sub-postmasters
at Lower Oddington.

Claude Vernon Sedgley was serving
as a Private in A Company, the
4th Battalion, The Royal East
Kent Regiment when he was killed
on active servitertor 24 October
1943. He was aged 26 and is
commemorated on the Athens
Memorial, having no known grave.
The 4th Battalion Buffs was a lst
Line Territorial Army unit that
served with the BEF in France in
1940. The Battalion was
transferred to Malta in 1941,
served throughout the siege.
They then joined the 234th
Infantry Brigade, which took part
in the disastrous Battle of Leros
in an attempt to capture the
Dodecanese Islands in late 1943.
Private Sedgley had embarked on
the destroyer HMS Eclipse bound
for Leros when she hit a mine
east off Kalymnos, breaking in
two and sinking within five
minutes with*the loss of 119 of
the ship's company and 134
soldiers .from A Company, 4th
Battalion, Buffs
Regiment) .

and

Richard Henry Sedgley was serving
as a Sergeant in the RAF, when he
di'edeon acFtveRServi ceMon gy
January 1945. He was aged 19 and
s MbiEl ed | \aERS EMNG chiolfa's
Oddington. He had enlisted into
the RAF Volunteer Reserve in 1944
and was training as an Air
Gunner. - He was completing his
training with No 5 Lancaster
Finishing School when on 12
January he took off from RAF
Syerston in Nottingham aboard an
Avro Lancaster on a night
training exexrcise.. K After.-a 3=
hour flight the Lancaster
returned to'Syerston but
encountered failing visibility
and low cloud. * At about 0950 the
aircraft overshot the runway and
whilst banking crashed near the
village of Hoveringham, killing
all Fadilrerew.

Claude and Richard were the sons
of George and Kate Sedgley of
Upper Oddington.

(Royal East Kent &«
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battlecruiser
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Royal_Navy

